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A NOTE ON XIMENSIA ENCELIOIDES CAV. (COMPOSITAE) IN INDIA 


Ximensia encelioides is a pretty weed popularly 
known as the golden crown-beard. It is native in south¬ 
western U.S.A. and Mexico, the latter being its type 
locality. This plant is cultivated for ornamental purposes 
and grows as an escape in several warm countries. It is 
now abundant in parts of Australia, Hawai Islands, 
Egypt, Sudan, Tropical Africa, etc. Recently this plant 
has become naturalised in several places in northern and 
north-western India and is conquering empty land with 
remarkable rapidity. It has a preference for waste places 
and sandy soil. 

While on the staff of Birla College, Pilani, the author 
collected this species from several localities in Rajasthan 
such as Jaipur, Ajmer, Bikaner, Pilani, Lonargai, etc. 
The herbarium sheets of the Botanical Survey of India, 
Northern Circle, Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, 
and the author’s notes indicate that it is found in 
Mahendragarh, Dadri, Hissar, Patiala, Indore, Meerut, 
Saharan pur, Delhi and Agra. 



How this species has been introduced into our country 
is not known, but some of the sheets examined indicate 
that the plant was cultivated in Saharanpur Botanical 
Garden as early as 1896. 

This plant is reported to be poisonous to live-stock 
particularly to sheep and goats; the villagers in Rajas¬ 
than are concerned about the rapid spread of this weed. 

The description of the plant is not available in the 
Indian floras and is, therefore, given here with a figure. 

Ximensia encelioides Cav. Icon. 2: 60, 1793. Verbe- 
sina encelioides (Cav.) Benth. & Hook. f. Gen. Plant. 2: 
380, 1873. 

A much branched slightly scented, erect, canescent 
herb, 80 to 150 cm. high. Stems terete, densely pubescent. 
Leaves alternate, or the lower ones opposite, 4 to 12 cm. 
long, the lowest long-petioled and shortly auricled at the 
base, upper ones sessile ; blade of lower leaves ovate- 
deltoid with three nerves prominent beneath,, dentate, 
obtuse, minutely pubescent above, densely canescent 
beneath ; blade of upper leaves 3-lobed with the terminal 
lobe larger than the rest and becoming progressively 
narrowed with dentate serrate to somewhat laciniate 
margin and acute to acuminate apex. Heads several, on 
terminal of- axillary peduncles 7 to 10 cms. long, hetero- 
gamous, 25 to 50 mm. wide, 10 to 12 mm. high ; involu- 
cral bracts 13 to 16, sub-equal, linear, in two rows, 7 to 
15 mm. long, 3 mm. wide, pubescent; chaff scales 5 to 
7 mm. long, linear to lanceolate, white below, yellow 
above, ciliate towards the acuminate apex; receptacle 
convex ; ray florets 12 to 15, bright golden yellow, rays 
3-lobed, 20 mm. long, up to 18 mm. wide, tip often 
fimbriate ; disc florets numerous, 8 mm. long, yellow, 
tubular, 5-lobed. Achenes of ray florets yellowish, rugose, 
thick, 3 to 4 mm. long, 1.5 mm. wide, obovoid, acute 
at the base, emarginate at the apex, wingless; of disc 
florets grey or stramineus. 1 to 1.5 mm. wide, ciliate, 
wings along both the sides, smooth, pilose, flat, 6 to 
7 mm. long, 4 mm. wide, obovate, rounded at the base, 
obcordate at the apex with a central ridge. Pappus of 
two subulate awns, about 1.5 mm. long. 

Flowering period: July-November. 

I am thankful to Dr. M. A. Rau, Regional Botanist, 
Botanical Survey of India, Northern Circle, for going 
through this note and to the authorities of the Forest 
Research Insitute, Dehra Dun, for permission to consult 
their herbarium. 
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